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8 February 1978 


MEMORANDUM FOR: 


Assistant for Information, DDA 


FROM 


Chiel, Kecc 


Iministration Branch 


SUBJECT 


The Moratorium on the Destruction of 
Agency Records 


REFERENCE 


DDA 78-0166 dated 13 January 1978, 
Subj : Lifting the Moratorium on 

Destruction of Agency Records 


n January ^ ^ 

Governmental °P e ™^°j| n *ary 111 5 e ietter! n Seiato?s C Hugh 

JLued^^aU^eco^s^rdocLents’ pertaining in any 
lay to the -tters set out an sec ton 2 g Of 5 

Agency records control schedules be Ptepnred states 

Agency and approved by the «chivist o records In a 
prior to the des ™ ig76 ^ he DCI informed Senators 

memorandum dated 3 P ta s ’ intention to resume the 
SSS^uTS^ ^c ance -t^rescribed 

&U the Chairman ^Snded 

th^moratorium^o^six^monthsj da e jejune 5 19 76^ V * Se ^ 

by Senators Scott and Mansfield^ ^10 in£ormed all Age ncy 

Accordingly, on 22 June l , destruction of records 

offices that the moratorium on the destruc u 

was to be extended until 10 D?«mber i»' update d 

the Agency has prepared an A s ‘£” 1 i*°j; iTist 0 f the United 
records control schedules to the Archivist SSCI _ 

States and has provided complete copies 
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To date, all but one of these schedules have been 
approved by the Archivist of the United States. 

On 21 December 1977, Senator Inouye informed the DCI 
that the records destruction moratorium had not been 
further extended and, therefore, all agencies main- 
taining records pursuant to SR- 21 (the moratorium) may 
return to normal records destruction policies. 

2. Throughout 1977 and continuing into 1978, the 
Agency has been inundated with requests for information 
and documentation from four additional committees. The 
Senate Select Committee on Ethics, the House Committee 
on International Relations, and the House Committee on 
Standards of Official Conduct, have submitted eleven (11) 
extensive requests for information relating to the 
Republic of Korea and/or KCIA activities. The House 
Select Committee on Assassinations has submitted 

eleven (11) requests for information and documentation 
dealing with assassinations, primarily those of President 
Kennedy and Martin Luther King. These requests have, in 
effect, reimposed the moratorium which had existed 
previously. 

3. One very important factor which is being over- 
looked, however, is the authority granted by the Archivist 
of the United States and the approval received from the 
Chairman of the SSCI, the one Committee empowered to 
place a moratorium on the destruction of our records in 
accordance with a Senate Resolution, to proceed with the 
normal destruction of our records in accordance with 
records control schedules approved by the Archivist. 

4. Any election now to disregard the authorities 

the Agency has received, and impose an in-house moratorium 
on the destruction of records, raises two very serious 
problems. The first and most serious, is that the Agency 
will not be complying with the inandatory instructions 
for disposition of records set forth in the records control 
schedules approved by the Archivist. Any and all deviations 
from these instructions must themselves be approved by 
the Archivist of the United Stages and the SSCI. The 
second and perhaps equally serious problem is the strong 
possibility that as the requests of one committee are 
satisfied, other committees, existing or to be created, 
could impose similar requirements. This could develop 
into an unending vicious circle. 1 
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5. In addressing paragraph five (5) of the 
referenced memorandum I would like to suggest the 
following approach to the problem: 


a. That we prepare a complete set of records 
control schedules and forward them under a covering 
memorandum to the House Select Committee on 
Assassinations . 

b. That we list in the covering memorandum 
those items in the schedules that can reasonably 
be expected, in light of requests already received 
from the Committee, to contain information pertinent 
to that Committee’s investigation. The memorandum 
also should refer specifically to the mandatory 
disposition instructions related to each such item. 
(It is possible that all pertinent disposition 
instructions will far exceed the retention require- 
ments contemplated by the Committee.) 

c. That we include as an attachmen t to the 
covering memorandum a copy of proposed | 

and set forth in the memorandum our intention to 
publish and implement the provisions of this proposed 
notice within sixty-days after this transmittal. 


d. That a copy of the covering me morandum. 


including a copy of proposed [ 


be forwarded 


to the House Committee on International Relations 
and the House Committee on Standards of Official 
Conduct with an added notation that the House Select 
Committee on Assassinations has been furnished copies 
of the schedules if any review is required. 

e. That a copy of the covering m emorandum. 


including a copy of proposed ~~| be forwarded 

to the Senate Select Committee on Ethics and that 
this Committee be referred to the SSCI for review 
of the Agency's records schedules if such a review 
is required. 
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